. Regression analysis of benthic invertebrate density versus (a) created marsh age, (b) macro-organic matter (MOM), (c) soil N and (d) soil organic C. MOM data (n = 10 per marsh, 0-10 cm depth) are from Craft et al. (1988) . Soils data (n = 10 per marsh, 0-10 cm depth) are from Craft et al. (1991) and Sacco et al. (1994) (soil organic C of the one, twelve and fifteen year-old marshes; one composite sample based on 10-20 individual samples was collected from each marsh, 0-5 cm depth). Created marsh invertebrate data (n = 30 per marsh; mean ± 1 standard error) are from Sacco et al. (1994) and Craft et al. (1999) . Natural marsh invertebrate (0-5 cm), MOM, C and N (0-10 cm) data are compiled from S. alterniflora marshes in North Carolina (Cammen, 1976; Rader, 1984; Craft et al., 1988 Craft et al., , 1991 Moy and Levin, 1991; Sacco et al., 1994; Levin et al., 1996; Craft and Reader, 1997), southeastern Atlantic (Gallagher and Plumley, 1979; LaSalle et al., 1991; Havens et al., 1995 ), northeastern Atlantic (Valiela et al., 1976 Gallagher and Plumley, 1979; Smith et al., 1979) and Gulf Coasts (DeLaune et al., 1981; Hatton et al., 1982; Minello and Zimmerman, 1992; Minello et al., 1994) and S. foliosa marshes in California (Langis et al., 1991; Levin et al., 1998) .
